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BRIDGE TALE! 
By Dan Barton, Publisher 

 

     Our Harmony Way Bridge was 85 
years young on December 26, 2015. No 
celebration, no fireworks, no happy 
Harmonists dancing in the street. Bear-
ing silent witness to the passage of time 
in our fair town, it stands in mute testi-
mony to the failure of more modern 
society’s inability to modestly imitate 
this achievement of generations past.  
     But there is good news of a sort. 
Part of the $84 million dollars allocated 
by Governor Mike Pence’s, “Regional 
Cities,” economic initiative has found 
its way to New Harmony and some of 
that money may go to the Harmony 
Way Bridge. Southwest Indiana has 
been designated as one of the three re-
gions in our State to benefit from this 
initiative. This region will receive $42 
million dollars and New Harmony will 
get $500,000 of that portion, as has 
been reported from Indianapolis. 
     Four projects have been highlighted 
as recipients of this grant: 1) The WMI, 
Maclure Conservatory, Farm toTable 
program will be receiving $150,000 for 
reuse of the abandoned New Harmony 
School. 2) The Odd Fellows Hall lo-
cated at Tavern and Main Street is 
slated to get $107,500. 3) Maclure 
Square at Church and Main will receive 
$147,500 and be turned intoThe Main 
Street Extended Market & Pavilion. 
And number 4) The Harmony Way 
Bridge has been granted $95,000.  
     Many people here in New Harmony 
have been instrumental in the success 
of our Town’s being able to receive this 
money. Way too many to be mentioned 
in this article and this small paper, at 
this time. Surely the success that our 
friends and neighbors have achieved so 
far, has it’s own rewards. 
     The New Harmony Gazette will 
publish short articles over the next four 
month’s relating to each of the four 
programs that are being funded. We 

will start with the plan that received the 
smallest allocation of State money. Us-
ing the old rule, “putting the least first,” 
we begin with the Harmony Way Pe-
destrian Bridge Project. 
     Jim Spann, owner of the New Har-
mony Soap Company and current presi-
dent of the New Harmony Business 
Associates, has been in the forefront of 
the idea to reuse The Harmony Way 
Bridge as a Park, Bikeway, Hike-Way 
and Cart-Path since the inception of the 
idea.  
     Jim first mentioned and circulated 
literature about using the bridge for 
recreational and tourism purposes more 
than a year ago.  The idea seemed to 
catch on. Previously, Committees and 
Civic Groups were formed to rehabili-
tate and reopen it as a public thorough-
fare but this approach ran into obstacles 
at both the State and Local government 
levels, so Jim has changed the mix to 
something that seems to be more popu-
lar.  
     By adopting this new Park/Bridge 
approach an immediate financial re-
ward has been gleaned. The $95,000 is 
a match grant funding and money will 
have to be raised dollar for dollar be-
fore the funds can be used. It was an-
nounced that the first use of the money 
could be to provide for inspections and 
see how much work must be done to 
reopen the bridge for the public and a 
study to determine exactly how it can 
be used to pay its way and insure suc-
cess. In using the Park/Bridge concept, 
the Harmony Way Bridge may also be 
eligible for other types of funding 
through other State and Federal agen-
cies. Both Evansville and Mt. Vernon 
received several million dollars from 
Indiana State Department of Natural 
Resources to build a similar type of 
Park, Bike, Hike-Way.  
     There are also many people who 
live and work in New Harmony who 
would like to see the Bridge returned to 

it’s former glory as a public thorough-
fare, but have been disappointed time 
and time again by the timidity of our 
elected officials and their inability to do 
what Roy Clippinger and his Executive 
Committee did in 1930 when they built 
the Harmony Way Bridge. You can bet 
that $550,000 dollars was a lot of 
money in those days but the men who 
made up that bridge committee had the 
imagination and wherewithal to see it 
through.  
     In the depths of the Depression they 
built a functional piece of architectural 
art that still rivals any bridge in Indiana 
for its beauty and length. 
     Now the main concerns for the Park/
Bridge are whether or not the matching 
funds can be raised and if the Park/
Bridge idea can generate the income to 
take care of maintenance and pay the 
liability insurance costs. Also, what 
entity can receive the State funds that 
are being allocated. 
     The White County Bridge Commis-
sion decided to close the Harmony Way 
Bridge in 2012 for perceived safety 
concerns after inspection reports indi-
cated that some areas of the bridge had 
a loss of structural capacity. Since then 
several studies and inspections have 
been conducted by various state offi-
cials and bridge engineers. These have 
indicated that the bridge is in need of 
repair and continued maintenance to 
improve its present condition. 
     The inspections pointed out that 
some elements of the bridge should 
eventually be replaced or repaired, such 
as the road bed, the expansion joints, 
the side railings, new metal deck drains 
and cleaning and painting to allow the 
bridge to be brought back as a public 
thoroughfare. There are those who 
would like the thoroughfare option re-
turned. That story also needs considera-
tion. Particularly since new data is al-
ways coming out about what took place 
at the time and shortly after the bridge 

December 2023
THE NEW HARMONY GAZETTE!

SPECIAL REPORT ON MAJOR 
METH ARREST

INDIANA STATE  POLICE SEIZE 10 
POUNDS OF METH ON NOVEMBER 

27th POSSIBLY HEADED FOR 
EVANSVILLE.
By: D. Barton   

December 2023

Indiana State Police Trooper Aaron 
Hadley intercepted more than 10 pounds 
of Meth reportedly bound from St. Louis 
and headed for Evansville, on November 
27th at 3:10 p.m.  Two women were 
arrested in connection with seizure.   

The two women were described as 33 year 
old Demetria Gray - who was charged 
with dealing Meth, a Level 2 Felony 
and 34 year old Shawunique Phillips for 
Possession of Marijuana - both are said to 
be from St. Louis.

Trooper Hadley clocked a white Dodge 
Charger traveling eastbound at 88 miles 
per hour near the  9 mile marker on 
Interstate 64.  The speed limit is 70 miles 
per hour.

Hadley pulled the vehicle over and as he 
approached the passenger side window 
he said that he could smell the very 
strong odor of raw cannabis.  Cannabis 
is legal in Missouri and Illinois but illegal 
in Indiana.

Once Hadley returned to his patrol 
vehicle with driver I.D. cards he learned 
that Gray’s (the driver) driver’s license 
was suspended in Missouri.

A second Indiana State Police Trooper 
soon arrived on the scene and Hadley 
reportedly told that Trooper that his 
plan was to pull the occupants out of the 
vehicle and search it.

Trooper Hadley said that he then told 
Gray that he could smell suspected 
Marijuana and asked her if there was 
any in the car.    He said that she nodded 
her head and told him that she had some 
in the center console.   Trooper Hadley 
asked if there was anything else inside 
the car, and she assured him that there 
wasn’t.

Hadley reported that a search of the 
vehicle’s center console found a police 
evidence bag labeled, “ST. LOUIS 
COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENT, 
and that it contained a green plant like 
substance.  He then reportedly found 
a second bag of what appeared to be 
Marijuana, along with raw Marijuana 
buds and stems in the cars cup holders.

According to the Probable Cause 
Affidavit, Trooper Hadley then turned 
his attention to the trunk,  where he could 
see a large bulge inside a trash bag.   With 
gloves on, Hadley, peeled back the trash 
bag and stated that he could see several 
small shards of a crystal-like substance 
strewn about.  

Hadley said that he found a large vacuum-
sealed package.  It had been sliced open at 
the top, and he saw a very large amount  
- several pounds worth - of the same 
crystal like substance he claimed to have 
observed earlier.

While waiting for federal Drug 
Enforcement Administration officers to 
arrive at the scene Hadley said that he 
field tested the crystal -like substance and 
got a positive hit for Meth.

Investigators later logged its weight 4,559 
grams or just over 10 pounds.

Michael Gannon, an assistant special 
agent in charge with the DEA  based 
out of Indianapolis, said that the seizure 
represented a significant win for law 

enforcement.

Gannon said that the DEA has noted 
a shift in large scale meth trafficking in 
the Midwest over the past decade:  Now, 
instead of being made in homemade labs, 
the seized Meth often traces back to large 
scale facilities in Mexico.

After handcuffing Gray and Phillips, 
the State Police separated both women 
and read them their Miranda Rights.   
Gray and Phillips agreed to speak with 
investigators and both denied having any 
knowledge of a meth filled package.

During those interviews, Hadley said that 
Phillips told investigators that Gray asked 
her to go with her to meet Grays mother 
in Evansville.   He went on to say in the 
Affidavit that Phillips had reported that 
Gray wanted to pick up a  bag of clothing 
to drop off when they arrived.   Phillips 
said they picked up the bag of what she 
thought was clothing while they were in 
St. Louis.

Gray reportedly told a similar story:  
She said she was contacted by a family 
member to pick up a bag of clothing in St, 
Louis and was instructed to drop it off to 
a different family member in Evansville, 
the affidavit states.

Hadley wrote that Gray admitted the 
marijuana recovered from the car 
belonged to both her and Phillips, though 
she was adamant that she had no prior 
knowledge that the package in the trunk 
contained approximately 10 pounds of 
methamphetamine.   

Troopers photographed the now seized 
narcotics and released the drugs into the 
custody of the DEA.  A towing company 
then picked up the Dodge Charger.  
Hadley said that he transported both 
Gray and Phillips to the Posey County 
Jail.
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closed. 
     So far a lot of the cost estimates to 
bring the bridge back to life as a road-
way for vehicles has been more than 
the States of Illinois and Indiana are 
willing to accept. But after speaking to 
some of the people who have been in-
volved in the bridge inspections and 
reading several of the inspection re-
ports, the Gazette has learned some 
interesting facts, which do not seem to 
have been considered by anyone with 
the responsibility to reopen the bridge. 
     Not all of the inspectors agree that 
the bridge would cost millions to reha-
bilitate for use as an “automobile only” 
bridge. As little as $100,000 or less 
could have brought the bridge back up 
to usable standards within a month of 
its closing, according to one consultant. 
Still could! The balance of the work 
would then have to be done incremen-
tally over time. A little at a time, and 
paid for by the usual collection of tolls. 
Approximately a thousand vehicles 
were using the bridge daily when it 
closed. That’s well over $300,000 a 
year in revenue. Using automatic toll 
machines and controlling labor costs 
would save the operational funds 
needed to continue using the bridge as 
it was designed for originally, I was 
told. 
     One Engineering Company listed 
five options for rehabilitation of the 
bridge in their 2007 report. Structure-
point, Inc. stated some of the options, 
Option #1, that the bridge could be 
maintained “as is” with annual mainte-
nance. Limit traffic to passenger cars 
and light pickup trucks and after 10 
years, convert the bridge to a pedestrian 
bridge. They listed Option 5, “The 
Scaled Back Option” that would give 
the bridge many more years of useful 
life by removing truck traffic, patching 
the current deck, replacing the expan-
sion joints, placing a membrane over 
the patched deck and overlay it with 2 
inches of asphalt, install metal deck 
drains and a new three tier bridge rail-
ing system for $1,002,000 of estimated 
costs. The highest rehab figure that 
they posted was for a much more ex-
tensive repair and would cost 
$7,332,000. All of this information is 
known to the White County Bridge 

Commission and should be known to 
every elected and appointed govern-
ment official that has been involved in 
this debacle, but none have been able to 
move. Where is Roy Clippinger when 
you need him? 
     As far as fracture critical inspections 
go, though I have heard a figure of 
around $155,000, I have also been ad-
vised by one highly regarded bridge 
engineer that he will do a complete 
fracture critical inspection for far less 
than $100,000. In fact, in 2012 one 
company offered the Bridge Commis-
sioners the opportunity to have an in-
spection done for $38,000. What’s go-
ing on here? The Gazette has been at-
tempting to reach one of the Bridge 
Commissioners, Mike Egbert, but has 
yet to receive a call back. Hopefully he 
can clear all of this up. 
     When Karen Walker was a New 
Harmony Councilwoman she said that 
she was concerned about the Town’s 
Gas Line and wanted to insure the con-
tinued delivery of Natural Gas to New 
Harmony by removing the line from the 
bridge. The most cost effective way 
that that Council could find to remove 
the line and then sink it under the Wa-
bash would cost from $777,700 
dollars to an un-guaranteed cost of 
$1.28 million. All contracts of this na-
ture have a “Rock Clause” in them, 
which provides for the possibility of 
hitting rock in the drilling procedure. 
Such an incident will drive costs sky-
ward.  
     These costs are to be financed by a 
loan and paid off through town resi-
dents’ gas rates, which are already 
higher than Evansville’s. A couple of 
loan calculations show that the base 
rate of natural gas utility bills could go 
up by $30 to $35 dollars per month. 
How can new families be attracted to 
our town when we offer them exorbi-
tant gas rates? 
     “My Opinion? Bah Humbug!” Of 
the several bridge experts that I have 
talked to none of them were concerned 
about the bridge falling down anywhere 
within the next 100 to 200 years and it 
could more than adequately hold up a 
gas line over that period. So what’s the 
big rush Town Council? 
     Wouldn’t it be cheaper just to buy 

the bridge for a dollar, spend $100,000 
dollars to get it rolling again and incre-
mentally repaired, so that tolls could be 
collected and then used to maintain it 
and pay the $10,000 annual insurance 
premiums? Sure it would! It’s what 
Roy Clippinger would do! 
     In Dr. James Cooper’s book, “Iron 
Monuments to Distant Posterity,” he 
quotes Bridge Engineer Gustav Linden-
thal, from 1924, “…this glorious age of 
iron …will leave few if any durable 
iron monuments to distant posterity… 
Among them should surely be, if possi-
ble, substantial iron bridges that could 
be made to last several thousand years, 
if properly cared for in countries with 
stable civilizations. But who can look 
that far into the future?” We Can! We 
are there! Are we stable yet? 
     Our bridge, “The Harmony Way 
Bridge,” is listed as one of the ten most 
endangered bridges in Indiana. It is on 
the National Register of Historic Places 
and is the longest Parker Through Truss 
bridge in our State. There are less than 
twenty still in existence in Indiana. 
 

 
GHOST BRIDGE: 

THE HARMONY WAY 
By Angelia Phillips 

 
     For decades she spanned the Wa-
bash River as the largest bridge of her 
type in the State of Indiana. She was 
beautiful, with four spans of gleaming 
iron and cable. Local folks manned the 
booths, greeting her users and accept-
ing the coinage for too required to cross 
her. 
     Although I’m not a native Hoosier, 
most of my growing up years were 
spent here in the rivers land, in Posey 
and Gibson counties. Being a Pumpkin 
Runner I spent lots of time and have a 
good bit of wonderful memories of 
time spent in beautiful New Harmony 
where many a family and church picnic 
took place in Murphy Park. The Har-
mony Way was the first toll bridge I 
ever remember crossing. She was 
probably the first toll bridge my mother 
and grandmother ever crossed too. My 
gran was born in the 1920s and my 
mother in 1943. The Harmony Way 
was built in 1930. 

DEA, indicated the potential for federal 
prosecutors to take up the case, though 
on Tuesday, the U.S. Attorneys Office for 
the Southern District of Indiana had not 
publicly indicated it would do so.

Demetria Gray has been charged with 
1) F2 Dealing Meth;  2) F3 Possession of 
Meth and 3) Possession of Marijuana a 
Class B Misdemeanor.
Gray is being held at the Posey County 
Jail on 1 million dollar surety bond or 
$100,000 cash bail.

Shawnunique Phillips has been charged 
with Criminal Misdemeanor- Possession 
of Marijuana.
Judge Goedde and Prosecutor Thomas 
Clowers set bail at $500 cash.  Phillips 
posted bail on November 29, 2023 and 
was released.
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