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CITY OF EVANSVILLE

Board of Public Safety

Civic Center Complex, Room 301

Evansville, IN 47708

812.436.7897
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________


MINUTES
Wednesday, March 25th, 2015

Building Commission – Ron Beane


Police Department – Chief Billy Bolin

Transportation & Services – Todd Robertson
Fire Department – Chief Mike Connelly

~ Pledge of Allegiance ~

First order of business is to award the City of Evansville towing contract.

Ms. JoAnne Smith calls Debbie Spalding, City/County Purchasing Department, to the stand.  She gives a letter to the board regarding the towing committee recommendation, attached was the scoring sheet with the recommendation, this was signed by all four members.  She also gave the board a letter of recommendation from Chief Billy Bolin of the Evansville Police Department.  Ms. Spalding didn’t read the whole letter, she explained the RFP (request for proposal) showed the criteria that was required to bid on the contract.  Ms. Spalding stated that they sent the RFP to 5 companies and only received 3 bids back:  Feller Towing & Recovery Inc., Hamrick’s Towing & Recovery and Rideout Service Center, Inc. / dba Tri-State Towing.  The committee visited the towing yards to help define the criteria, this was where an eligible bidder was determined “non-responsive” due to the zoning of their tow yard.  Ms. Spalding did mention that Feller Towing is going through the zoning permit process at this time, and currently getting their location zoned correctly.  Ms. Spalding stated she wanted read the criteria on the record with the board:  past experience providing towing services for a community the size of Evansville (25%), recommendation of the Evansville Police Department based on law enforcement’s past working relationship with vendor (25%), size and make-up of towing recovery fleet (20%), storage facility capacity, including adherence to zooming requirements and overall appearance (20%), cost of services (10%).  Ms. Spalding stated that based on the information that was received and the scoring that was seen on the second page of the evaluation from the towing committee, the recommendation of the towing committee was to award the contract to Tri-State Towing.  
Mr. Clay Havill, Attorney of the Board, stated that if there were no questions for Ms. Spalding that each eligible bidder has time to give a brief presentation and would like for anyone from the public to make their statements as well.
Mr. Don Fuchs, Legal Counsel for Tri-State Towing, introduced Mr. Gary Crawford, President of Tri-State Towing.  Stated that Mr. Crawford started his towing business in June 1976 with 6 employees and 5 vehicles.  For the past 39 years his business has substantially grown, currently Mr. Crawford owns 38 recovery vehicles and employs 33 employees.  Mr. Fuchs stated that in October 2007 Gary and Brenda Crawford acquired 1501 N. Evans in Evansville, utilized this address as the central hub for Tri-State Towing.  The property consists of 6.5 acres, where the Crawford’s have invested a substantial amount of money for improving the building and fenced area to where towed the vehicles are stored.  Mr. Crawford has invested $1 million the past 7 years into upgrading the facility as well as purchasing recovery and towing vehicles.  Mr. Fuchs complimented the Safety Board in the new process for the City’s 3 year towing contract, as well as applauding the formation of the subcommittee comprised of various city departments, in which were assigned the task of objectively scoring each applicant on the ability to perform the towing and recovery needs of the City of Evansville.  To his understanding the subcommittee has scored each applicant on the criteria which was stated on the RFP.   Mr. Fuchs said that not seeing the actual scoring, but hearing the results they were confident that Tri-State would score high considering the service they provide.  Mr. Fuchs confronted the comments that were being made regarding Brenda & Gary not being residences of Evansville, in which he stated they are residents of Waverly County, KY.  Mr. Fuchs says he does not believe it is necessary that the owner live in the city where he provides services too.  Mr. Fuchs stated that Gary contributed to this city when he invested in his property at N. Evans, as well as his tow and recovery vehicles that provide a service to the city.  Mr. Fuchs mentioned Gary has indicated 80% of his employees are residents of IN and many are residents of Evansville.  Mr. Fuchs listed the names of all the employees of Tri-State Towing.  Mr. Fuchs noted that the Crawford’s paid over $12,000 in real estate taxes to Vanderburgh County in respect to the N. Evans property.  Mr. Fuchs was pleased to see that the scoring indicates a recommendation from the Evansville Police Department and went on to state Mr. Crawford has enjoyed a past relationship with Chief Hill as well as his current relationship with Chief Bolin.  Mr. Fuchs pointed out that when an accident occurs, he believes that it is extremely important that you have a qualified towing company at the scene of the accident.  There could be many cars in the road way or on the side of the road of the accident, stated that they pose a danger to the policemen trying to clear the accident as well as Mr. Crawford and his employees.  He stated that the accident would need to be cleared timely, efficiently and properly, and confirmed Mr. Crawford has the equipment to do so.  Tri-State has the experience, man power and track record to show that they have done it and done it well.  

Mr. Fuchs stated that he only knows of one other company that is bidding for the city towing contract which is Mr. John Hamrick and his business.   Mr. Fuchs provided the board with a letter that was given to Mr. Havill at noon on the said day.  Mr. Fuchs wanted to read the letter into the record, he believes that one of the elements would be to have the financially ability to perform the contract.  Mr. Crawford indicated to Mr. Fuchs that he has no liens against his building that would prevent him from performing this contract, and he is current on all his taxes to the IRS or to any state.  Mr. Fuchs stated he took it upon himself to do a search regarding any taxes owed by Mr. Hamrick or his wife or any of his businesses.  He conducted this search in Posey Co., IN where Mr. Hamrick and his wife reside as well as Vanderburgh Co., where he has his place of business.  Mr. Fuchs thought it would be important to provide the information found to Mr. Havill as well as presenting this to the board.  
Dear Clay:

I am providing to you this letter and the accompanying enclosures in your capacity as legal counsel for the Evansville Safety Board.  

At my request, a search was recently conducted of the public records in the offices of the Clerk and Recorder of Posey County, Indiana, Posey County being the place of residence of John L. Hamrick.  Further, a search was made of the public records of the offices of the Clerk and Recorder of Vanderburgh County, Indiana, Vanderburgh County being the location of the businesses of John L. Hamrick.  I have enclosed a summary of the results of this search which forth the following:

1. The outstanding judgment entered against John Hamrick in Posey County, Indiana.

2. The outstanding federal tax liens filed against John L. Hamrick or John and Alice Hamrick which have recorded in the office of the Recorder of Posey County, Indiana and which total $505,172.83.

3. The outstanding federal tax liens filed against Hamrick’s Diesel Service and Trailer & Repair, LLC of record in the office of the Recorder of Posey County, Indiana in the amount of $33,324.69.

4. The outstanding tax warrants filed by the Indiana Department of Revenue against John and Alice Hamrick of record in the office of the Clerk of Posey County, Indiana which total $6,429.29.

5. Outstanding judgments entered against Hamrick’s Diesel Service, Inc. and Hamrick’s Recovery Diesel Service, Inc. entered in Vanderburgh County, Indiana.

6. The outstanding judgments entered against Hamrick’s Recovery Service entered in Vanderburgh County, Indiana.

7. The pending lawsuit against Hamrick’s Towing & Recovery, LLC currently pending in the Circuit Court of Vanderburgh County, Indiana.

8. The outstanding federal tax liens filed against Hamrick’s Diesel Service & Trailer Repair, LLC of record in the office of the Recorder of Vanderburgh County, Indiana totaling $411,737.66.

9.  Outstanding tax warrants filed by the Indiana Department of Revenue against Hamrick’s Diesel Service & Trailer Repair, LLC of record in the office of the Clerk of Vanderburgh County, Indiana totaling $216,913.97.
I have enclosed a copy of the filed or recorded documents with respect to the above-referenced judgments, federal tax liens and state tax warrants.
It should be noted that three recent federal tax liens were filed against Hamrick’s Diesel Service & Trailer Repair LLC, one being on February 19, 2015 and two on March 5, 2015, such three liens totaling $231,015.48.

The RFP for the City towing contract requests from each bidder information as well as a current financial statement in an effort to determine the bidder’s financial capability to perform a three year contract.  I assert that the enclosed report demonstrates that Mr. Hamrick and his associated businesses have filed to pay the required taxes not only to the IRS, but to the State of Indiana.  In view of the longstanding and substantial tax liability owed, I believe that the personal and business assets of Mr. Hamrick may well be subject to levy and attachment by the IRS and/or the State of Indiana, and any such attachment or levy would preclude Mr. Hamrick from fulfilling his obligations under any towing contract with the City of Evansville.  

I recommend that the financial statement submitted by Mr. Hamrick in response to the RFP be reviewed to determine if he has accurately and completely set forth the outstanding tax obligations owed to the IRS and the State of Indiana.  

Please contact me if you have any questions in regard to these matters.  Signed by Mr. Fuchs.
Mr. Fuchs stated after reading the letter, that his concern is in view of the public record indicates substantial tax obligations Mr. Hamrick has to our state and not only the IRS.  In Mr. Fuchs opinion this puts Mr. Hamrick’s ability to perform this contract is substantially under questioned. 
Mr. Havill stated for the record, Mr. Fuchs sent Mr. Havill a letter, similar to three years ago, Tri-State Towing has requested the Mr. Bagbey be disqualified.  Correct? 

Mr. Fuchs agreed.

Mr. Havill stated he spoke with Mr. Bagbey about letter, Mr. Bagbey does not have a legal conflict of interest, so a matter of law, he doesn’t have to be disqualified.

Mr. Fuchs would like for it to be noted in response, Mr. Bagbey has noted for the record himself that he has a conflict of interest.  Whether or not he has a conflict that rises to the legal requirements of the state of Indiana, I don’t know.  Mr. Fuchs will note that Mr. Bagbey has indicated on the records himself that he has a conflict of interest. 

Mr. Havill stated that he would let Mr. Bagbey respond on his own.

Mr. Bagbey stated that he has no financial interest in this business, nor does he have a conflict of interest in Mr. Fuchs representing his family in legal matters.  Mr. Bagbey stated if that is a conflict then he suggests Mr. Fuchs should excuse himself from this representation.  There were some legal issues in representation, Mr. Bagbey stated that he has never brought them up in public.  Mr. Bagbey stated that he is also getting a little tired of hearing the same thing when he has no financial interest in this issue.  Mr. Bagbey stated that what Mr. Fuchs presented regarding Mr. Hamrick’s tax issue blew his mind, which causes Mr. Bagbey great concern.  Mr. Bagbey stated that he is getting a little tired of Mr. Fuchs, who he has known a long time, beating the ban when the answer has been and will always be no.  Mr. Bagbey stated the only time he has ever been employed, if you call that his emission, when he worked for Mr. Hamrick’s son.  He knocked on doors to have people come do business with Mr. Kyle Hamrick’s Company, not John Hamrick’s Company.
Mr. Fuchs stated to Mr. Bagbey the only thing that he would like to say in response is to review the minutes where Mr. Bagbey indicate that he stated he had a conflict of interest. 

Mr. Bagbey said he did review the minutes and noticed there was an error, as he has spoken with Mr. Havill on several occasions about this issue.
Mr. Fuchs stated this was the first time he was hearing that the minutes were an error.  

Mr. Bagbey said he either spoke in error or the minutes were wrote in error, he could not say, he also stated that he knows the truth. 

Mr. Fuchs asked if there were any further questions.

Ms. Smith thanked Mr. Fuchs.  Mr. Fuchs sat down.
Kyle Rudolph, Legal Counsel representing Mr. John Hamrick specifically Mr. Hamrick’s company for the towing contract bid.  Mr. Rudolph also would like to applaud the City and the board for making this a competitive bidding process, it is a good thing, not required in his opinion when talking about services.  Mr. Rudolph stated as a Vanderburgh County resident himself, he is hopeful and believes that the board is looking at the issue similar as many other private agencies look at service contracts, with the focus on value.  Mr. Rudolph states that he respects and understands the committee recommendations, although he doesn’t agree with it, he intends to lay out some reasons as to why.  Mr. Rudolph states back to value you can look at it three ways, when looking at the scoring the committee has used, the service provided, the facility that are employed and the fleet that is employed.  He thinks all three of these things are interrelated, he stated Mr. Hamrick was present along with many of his employees.  Mr. Rudolph stated Mr. Hamrick has been in the towing business for 40 years, all of these years in Evansville.  Mr. Hamrick’s employees are all Evansville residents, the revenues that he makes are all taxed by Indiana and not Kentucky.  Mr. Rudolph stated he wanted to talk about service, he certainly knows Mr. Hamrick’s experience will implicit a level of service the City would enjoy should they enlist his company.  He also stated what better testament to the service that Mr. Hamrick’s company provides than recommendations from others.  Mr. Rudolph stated that the response that Mr. Hamrick’s company provided to the City of Evansville were several recommendations, the least of which Vanderburgh County Sheriff, David Wedding.  His letter stated of December 15th, 2014 “in the time that Hamrick’s Towing has provided service to the county, the Sheriff’s Office has been easy to work with, dependable and responsive”.  Sheriff Wedding concluded that he has no reservation in recommending Hamrick’s to the City.  Newburgh Chief of Police Brett Sprinkle, “The town of Newburgh has used Hamrick’s since 2009”, “Hamrick’s has provided top quality service to the town of Newburgh with very fair pricing, quick and consistent response times and knowledgeable and courteous staff.”  Similarly, the Warrick County Sheriff’s Office, Lt. Paul Weinzapfel, recommended Hamricks, they have been very satisfied with him over the years.  He indicated that every tow is always treated the same, and that Hamricks provided protocols and they stick to the protocols.  He noted the importance for officers investigating an accident, specifically, in knowing that the vehicle will be safe and secure when Hamricks is on scene.  Hamricks has clean and professional appearance which helps with concerns when people have just been in an accident.  Several private sector individuals recommended Hamricks including James Herst, Town Air Freight; Greg Carlile, Prarie Farms; Jeff Welm, PPMI Construction; Brian Stratman & Bob Boberger, Miesler Truck Rentals; Farm Boy Meats.  Mr. Rudolph stated that Mr. Hamrick has been providing service for most of these private sectors since 1979 & 1999, he noted they have the experience as well as high level of service which is noted through law enforcement.  Mr. Rudolph would like for it to be noted that he does disagree with the application process, in this instance that the police recommendation was worth 25% from what he just heard.  He said to check his facts, but he understands that roughly 40% of the police force has been on the force for less than the amount of time the City has had the contract.  He would say yes, they would be happy with the services they have now but how can they compare.  He believes that as a citizen and resident, the charges or amount of the fee that is required for the proposal is worth more than 10%, again that is just his opinion.  He stated that weighting 25% on the recommendation, 10% on the cost that is being provided is an important distinction to make.  
Mr. Rudolph stated he would now like to talk about the fleet.  Hamricks fleet is top-notch, a list of their fleet was included in their proposal.  Mr. Rudolph read off the list of fleet Hamricks has available for service.  Mr. Rudolph stated the perfect example of service and fleet in the towing industry happened recently when there was a fire at Inland Mariana, where the Evansville Fire Department relied on Hamricks to handle such a large and delicate recovery operation.  Mentioned earlier, when going back to service, one can go to the source, Mr. Rudolph had a letter from the Evansville Fire Department after the Inland Marina recovery as well as the Department of Natural Resources.  Mr. Rudolph approached the board and gave each a copy for them to read.  Mr. Rudolph stated that for the record, he would like noted that the letters were written to Mr. Hamrick personally thanking him and his staff for recovery the 60+ foot house boat from the Ohio River in just the last month or so. 
Mr. Rudolph would like to talk about facilities.  He believes that Hamrick’s represents a clearly superior option, if not the only option to satisfy the express requirements for the proposal.  Hamricks employs 5 acres of secure property that mostly is blacktop, they are not aware of any other company that has that.  As it is not a requirement of the proposal, the City is looking for specific qualities in the service provider and having blacktop helps to fulfill some of those requirements.  Stated that specifically on page 13 of the RFP, the storage facility should be adequately drained and level and shall all times be free of excessive mud and water.  Mr. Rudolph stated that without a black top, he believes Tri-State would not be able to fulfill this requirement.  The RFP asked also that the facility to have inside storage for up to 8 cars, and 2 tractor and trailers; the provider in this instance be able to supply inside storage completely sealed from any other work or storage area, it will be locked and the only key will be in the possession of the Evansville Police Department Crime Scene Unit.  Mr. Rudolph said that he has visited the Hamricks property and there is a stand-alone facility that can hold up to 2 tractor or trailers, to his understanding that in case of an accident with the vehicles being evidence that Hamricks can provide that for the City.  They are not certain that Tri-State would be able to fulfill that requirement.  Mr. Rudolph states that finally it is important to understand how and appreciate the alternate operation, Tri-State Towing, runs its operation.  Mr. Rudolph stated that he had a sworn statement with him from a former employee, Kristopher Miller, of Tri-Sate Towing from March 2012- July 2014.  He believes the affidavit demonstrates a level of unprofessionalism that simply cannot be ignored, he didn’t have the intent to get into detail of what the affidavit says, but once Mr. Miller swore, in front of a notary, what he was saying was true, Mr. Rudolph believes it was too much to ignore.  Mr. Rudolph gave a copy of the affidavit to the board to read.  Mr. Rudolph stated that he would have been glad to take any questions regarding the affidavit, he stated that respect to the tax issues of Mr. Hamrick his accountant was present to address any issues.  
Mr. Bagbey asked Mr. Rudolph if there was any kind of investigation that went on regarding the bodily fluids that were disposed of into the city sewers.

Mr. Rudolph stated that he was not aware of one.

Mr. Bagbey asked Mr. Fuchs if he had any comment on the bodily fluids being disposed into the sewer drains, if they were treated.  Mr. Bagbey asked for Mr. Fuchs to stand.

Mr. Fuchs stated that Mr. Crawford would address the question.

Gary Crawford, Tri-State Towing, stated that an accident happened on I-64 of a cattle truck overturning, recovered most, but there were a couple that were dead.  Mr. Crawford stated that it was cold that evening, the owner of the cattle stated he did not care what was done with them, so Mr. Crawford brought them back to their facility.  They pulled the cattle out of the truck, saved the meat for themselves, Mr. Crawford stated that the fluid was never put in the drain and the carcasses were not buried on the back lot.  He stated that Mr. Miller is providing them with a fabrication of nothing, it is completely false except for rendering the cattle for their employees.  

Mr. Bagbey asked Mr. Crawford where the bodily fluids were disposed of.

Mr. Crawford stated that the bodily fluids along with the internals of all the cattle went to his place in Henderson, KY, where he disposed of them.

Mr. Bagbey asked if Mr. Crawford had a permit to transport across state line.  

Mr. Crawford stated he did not have a permit to transport them, and he believes that he didn’t need one.
Mr. Bagbey stated he thought that he did need one.

Mr. Crawford stated nothing was buried in Evansville, IN and no bodily fluids went down the drain, added that he terminated Mr. Miller, not for that reason. 

Ms. Smith asked for any further questions for Mr. Rudolph, Mr. Bagbey stated that he did not, but had some other questions for Mr. Hamrick’s accountant.  

John Friend, 2916 E Morgan Ave – Hamrick’s Accountant, stated he just got off the phone with Mr. Sean Walters with the IRS.  Mr. Waters gave him an up-to-date on Mr. Hamrick’s liens, he informed Mr. Friend that the liens total up to $267,000.00.  Mr. Friend stated that they have been speaking with some financial institutions in regards to finance the amount of money, if the board decided to award the contract to Hamricks.  Mr. Friend stated that we need to be more alert on the fact that we need to keep the people here, working here, he claimed that we, too often, send money out of state.  Mr. Friend claimed that we as a City will be facing more challenges as a city if we keep awarding out of state.  Mr. Friend said he was talking to the board as Mr. Hamrick’s accountant and a person that sees different contracts being awarded, from his experience on City Council, he suggested that you have to keep it here in Indiana.  He made an example that he has tried to get some accounting work in Jasper, IN and referred to this as pulling teeth due to their loyalty to the local community.  He suggests this example is to show that the board must consider the taxation of this contract.  Mr. Friend stated that financial institutions that he and Mr. Hamrick have been in contact with do not have a problem with helping to finance Mr. Hamrick’s situation.  
Ms. Smith asked upon anyone else that would like to come forward.  

Mr. Kenny Fields, 25 year officer of the Evansville Police Department, stated that two private tows through Tri-State Towing and paid for them both, not here on their behalf.  Mr. Fields passed out handouts to the board regarding the recent case that he dealt with Mr. Hamrick on concerning the heavy equipment that was towed for them, and the billing for that tow.  Mr. Fields wanted to share his recent experience with the board, he stated the heavy equipment had 48 pieces to be towed from the said address to Hamrick’s Tow Yard.  Mr. Hamrick had his entire crew out at the said address, Mr. Fields claimed that he was not present at the scene due to being in North Carolina.  Mr. Fields stated he received the bill with the consideration of the FBI paying that bill, Hamrick’s charged $70/piece to tow to their yard.  Since the items were towed back to Hamrick’s yard, FBI wanted to secure the items for the investigation, they wanted to have the items towed from Hamrick’s to their private building.  Mr. Fields gave the board many pictures to show the pieces along with the building and trailers that were used to transport.  Mr. Fields stated that Hamricks charged the FBI $420.00 to move the equipment from the tow yard to the FBI private building, he disagreed with this billing for the whole case.  Mr. Fields revisited another case that he brought up three years ago when the contract was up for bid.  He stated the situation still does not sit well with him when they were working the prostitution detail at Esquire Motel, the police officers would have two rooms set up to arrest anyone that came to ask for sex for money.  The police officers drove the arrestee’s cars from the motel lot to Hamricks lot, to prevent a lot of traffic going on at the hotel.  Mr. Fields mentioned that when speaking with suspects that got arrested about their towing bill, the bill was around $80 including a charge for fuel when the officers on the detail were driving the cars to the tow yard.  
Ms. Smith asked for anyone else to come to the stand.

Ms. Karin Montgomery, 25 year officer with the Evansville Police Department, she currently works in the Auto Theft Unit as well as served on the board for the tow committee.  Ms. Montgomery mentioned that she went to the Chief of Police with her concerns regarding being on the committee, she spoke with Mr. Havill before committing to the committee to make sure it was ok.  Ms. Montgomery informed the board that the committee was made up of 5 people, she felt as though she did a good job.  She stated she was not afraid for people to know the relationship that she has with the President of the Board of Public Safety in regards to the way the board is going to vote, she mentioned that Ms. Smith, Ms. Montgomery’s mother, would be her wildcard.  She mentioned this relationship status due to the news.  Ms. Montgomery mentioned that in her 25 years she has been in Narcotics, which is where she has been trusted with far bigger secrets than the tow contract.  Outside of the tow committee Ms. Montgomery works in the Auto Theft Unit of the Evansville Police Department, where she mentioned she must have many relationships with all the tow companies.  She stated she has a very good relationship with Willie, Hamrick’s Secretary, at Tri-State Towing there is Marty, Brandy, at John’s Towing she has a relationship with them as well.  She expressed that in the field of work she does it is important to have a relationship with the tow companies, she mentioned that with Hamrick’s the Auto Theft Unit doesn’t enjoy their relationship with them any longer.  Ms. Montgomery stated that her partner, who is retired now, Mr. Steve Holder went to Hamricks on one occasion to look at a stolen car.  Hamricks told him they were not going to let Mr. Holder see the stolen car on the lot.  Mr. Holder got a little angry, where he threatened to get a search warrant, Mr. Holder was then escorted onto the lot like he was something less than an investigator to take a look at that car.  Ms. Montgomery stated it was a little disheartening, because there was no trust to go see the stolen car.  Ms. Montgomery stated that on the committee she told herself she was going to be fair, and by the end of it she surprised herself.  Ms. Montgomery also mentioned that when on the committee she didn’t speak with her mother, Board of Public Safety President, or her husband, whom wrote a recommendation letter for Hamricks.  Ms. Montgomery asked the board to, after commenting on the animosity in the room, make a professional decision and not to leave the room with the hate and anger like the past two times.

Ms. Smith asked for any questions, no questions.  She asked for anyone else that would like to speak.

Stephanie Brinkerhoff-Riley, 402 N Alvord Blvd, stated that she has had the pleasure of not having her personal vehicle towed, but she has had family members vehicles towed.  She stated that in the last 6 years, Tri-State Towing towed a family vehicle where she had to go to the yard and pick it up.  She stated that she does not know Mr. Crawford and she has met Mr. Hamrick the past couple years from being on City Council.  She stated that she had to go to the Tri-State towing lot, mentioned the lot was a mess.  She stopped after work one day, not in normal shoes, and the lot was muddy which not knowing the stipulations of the towing contract criteria or being on City Council.  She stated that she dealt with it that day, but it was an inconvenience.  

Ms. Smith asked if there were any questions or further comments.  
Ms. Connie Robinson, 812 S Jetson Street, stated that she had a question for both towing companies that are bidding the contract.  Ms. Robinson asked if either of them have any diversity in your workforce.  Mr. Hamrick stated that he does have minority employed.  Ms. Robinson asked Mr. Hamrick if he had any women employed, he stated he had two.  Ms. Robinson asked Mr. Hamrick if he had anyone of color, Hispanic or African American at this point, Mr. Hamrick stated that he did not at this point.  Mr. Hamrick added that he had two Africans that they are going to hire providing the City contract.  Mr. Crawford stated that they have in the past, but presently they do not.  Ms. Robinson asked Mr. Crawford if he had any women, Hispanics or African Americans, Mr. Crawford stated that they do have women, but do not have any Hispanics or African Americans at this time.  Ms. Robinson stated that the State of Indiana has a preference that you do business with companies in the State of Indiana, Ms. Robinson stated she would like to see the City have the same preference.  
Ms. Smith asked if there was anyone else that would like to speak.

Mr. Bagbey stated that he had several questions to different people.  Mr. Bagbey asked Chief Billy Bolin, in regards to his letter of recommendation to the tow committee, that his administration didn’t have any complaints with Tri-State Towing.  Mr. Bagbey stated that they had a complaint come through late 2014 dealing with parking on Lloyd overpass, said it was tabled so the owner of the vehicle and Tri-State Towing could resolve that issue which was taken care of in the next two weeks.  
Chief Bolin stated that the complaint was not to the EPD administration, it was to Mr. Bagbey.  
Mr. Bagbey stated that when Chief Bolin mentions ‘our administration’ he is speaking of the City, Chief Bolin stated that he is talking about the police department and his letter represents the police department.  Chief Bolin stated that he knew where Mr. Bagbey stood.  
Mr. Bagbey asked Chief Bolin how Newburgh was.  
Chief Bolin stated that he did not know what Mr. Bagbey was referring too in regards to Newburgh.  
Mr. Bagbey stated that he did.  Mr. Bagbey stated that he had a complaint where prescription psycho meds were taken from a vehicle at Tri-State Towing, this was a call that Mr. Bagbey took himself.  Mr. Bagbey stated that he knew the individual, he advised the individual to contact the police department along with the Controller’s Office, he stated that he never heard back from that individual after that.  Mr. Bagbey stated that he knew of two insurance adjusters that commented about Tri-State Towing’s mud lot at Evans Ave, which no names were stated nor said any further in their regards.  Mr. Bagbey stated to Chief Bolin that he wanted the public to know that they met and Chief Bolin had intentions of trying to change Mr. Bagbey’s vote.  
Chief Bolin stated that statement was false, he confirmed they met, but he did not try to get him to change his position.  
Mr. Bagbey stated to Attorney Don Fuchs and his client, Mr. Crawford, back in 2011 that the minority aspect came up.  Mr. Bagbey stated that everything was political, the Mayor, at that time, told him he wanted Hamrick’s to have the contract.  Mr. Bagbey received a telephone call from Ted Ziemer stating if Mr. Bagbey voted for Hamricks that they would have two votes for Hamrick’s.  At the time of the hearing, there was conversation of minorities, a gentleman by the name of Carter, owner of Shaggy’s Towing, who was under investigation, and Mr. Bagbey said he saw Mr. Crawford promise him a job, towing and etc.  Mr. Bagbey read from the Courier & Press in regards to an article about Shaggy’s being bought by Mr. Carter, that Mr. Carter had larger plans with a bigger company seeking the towing contract with the City.  Mr. Bagbey stated that he is speaking of Tri-State Towing.  Mr. Bagbey quoted from the article, “anytime we needed money we would have him money for whatever he needed, he said he needed money to bribe people on the board to make the contract go through.”  Mr. Bagbey stated that when he read this article he got very curious, he witnessed the relationship due to the minority question from the hearing.  Mr. Bagbey’s question of this is, what happened to the relationship about Mr. Crawford mentoring or fostering Mr. Carter in the development of this business.  
Mr. Crawford stated that when Jay Carter approached him, he stated he confronted him and he did not know him from Adam.  Mr. Carter told Mr. Crawford that he was a minority and wanted his son, Andrew, to be in the towing business.  Mr. Crawford stated he came from a small town and never noticed how much minorities affected business or government.  He stated that he saw how much the Mayor was real alert to appointing minorities into business, Mr. Crawford thought it wouldn’t be a bad idea.  Mr. Crawford and his son went over to Mr. Carter’s to check out their equipment, they made a list of 27 different things he could do to upgrade themselves in order to be capable to serving in the towing contract or the public.  These suggestions were never done, Mr. Crawford stated that Shaggy’s had to meet the $5 million insurance obligation and then had to be approved by the Board of Public Safety.  Mr. Crawford informed the board that he would give Shaggy’s 3 to 4 tows a week if these requirements happened, and they did not.  Mr. Crawford confirmed that Shaggy’s never made a tow for Tri-State nor did he ever make a tow for the City.  This is why the relationship ended.

Mr. Bagbey asked Mr. Crawford if he made representation in front of a different board about mentoring Mr. Carter.  

Mr. Crawford confirmed that he did.

Mr. Bagbey asked Mr. Crawford when they, Tri-State Towing, after normal business hours, dispatch the trucks are they coming out of the Evans location or the Green St. location.  

Mr. Crawford answered that the drivers and wreckers are on-call in Indiana, under extreme weather conditions he may pull some trucks from Kentucky.  Mr. Crawford added that the Evansville location has more than adequate services here to meet the requirements of the City of Evansville.  

Mr. Bagbey stated that in the months of November 2014, December 2014 and January of 2015 he was at the McDonald’s on Green Street a number of different times between 4 and quarter ‘til 5 with another gentleman that he hunts with on his land.  They would see a large blue wrecker trimmed out in yellow on numerous, less than 10 more than 2, traveling at high rates of speed traveling north going towards Evansville.   Mr. Bagbey claimed that he did not call dispatch nor did he follow the wrecker.  One early morning a Henderson Police officer pulled over the rig and then released it very quickly.  Mr. Bagbey said the day that the Henderson Police stopped the rig it was dry, not raining, but it was cold.  Mr. Bagbey asked Mr. Crawford if that was usual or an exception to the norm.

Mr. Crawford answered stating that he had no knowledge of neither occurrences.  He said he did know that he and his wife came into the Evansville area, because the Chamber of Commerce states Evansville is the hub of local finance in the state of Indiana.  He stated they made a significant investment in Evansville, made a significant investment for the employees that they have, and they try very hard to be a part of the City.  Mr. Crawford stated that he knows Mr. Bagbey has visited his location, cursed him, threatened him, and harassed him.  Mr. Crawford went on to state that any contractor for any city that is doing the best they can, and not doing anything wrong should not be attacked with insinuations that you have given.  Mr. Crawford stated to Mr. Bagbey that his credibility of representing the City of Evansville is terrible, he also believes that he has been a bully to him, his family and his employees.  Mr. Crawford believes that is not fair.
Mr. Bagbey stated that if he were a bully Mr. Crawford would sure as hell know it.  Mr. Bagbey claimed that he didn’t bring any of the garbage across the line, that the folks in the good county of Henderson County.  
Mr. Crawford warned Mr. Bagbey he was getting too personal.

Mr. Bagbey claimed Mr. Crawford was doing the same.  Mr. Bagbey asked Mr. Crawford if he lived in Union or Henderson County.  

Mrs. Crawford stated that Waverly is in Union County, but they have a Waverly address but live in Henderson County.  Mr. Crawford asked if there were any other questions.
Attorney Don Fuchs addressed the conditions of the water on the lot of Tri-State in response to Stephanie Brinkerhoff-Riley’s statement.  Mr. Fuchs stated that Mr. Crawford has spent over $30,000.00 in rock and improvements that is a continuing expenditure of his, Mr. Fuchs invited Ms. Brinkerhoff-Riley to visit the lot presently.  

Chief Bolin stated that the Hamricks Attorney mentioned earlier in reference to letters to other law enforcement agencies, wanted to remind the board that we are looking at the City of Evansville.  Former Chief Brad Hill wanted to go away from Hamrick’s and go back to Tri-State Towing, which was done through his administration.  Chief Bolin asked Mr. Bagbey if he would like to correct what happened in the meeting between the two of them, Mr. Bagbey stated he did not.  Chief Bolin stated that he would like to address what happened at the meeting, he went to speak with Mr. Bagbey because someone told him that the police department was investigating him buying a truck for a very low amount of money.
Mr. Bagbey stated he bought it for $100.

Chief Bolin stated that the police department was looking into this, and that Mr. Bagbey was very unhappy about it.  He also informed the board that Mr. Bagbey made comments along the lines of ‘we don’t want to start this war with him.’  Chief Bolin stated that he never once asked Mr. Bagbey to change his vote, and actually told him that he knew where he fell and Mr. Bagbey knew where he fell.  Chief Bolin stated that he and Mr. Bagbey had been friends a long time, he wanted to address the issue and let the board know that he did not try to change Mr. Bagbey’s vote, for him to state that is a lie.

Mr. Bagbey then stated that was Chief Bolin’s perception and to let him tell the rest of the story.  Mr. Bagbey got a truck, due to his other vehicle blowing up, he got $300 in trade to get a vehicle.  Which was a Ford pick-up truck where a man had committed suicide and the truck had stayed in the elements for over 7 months.  Mr. Bagbey then put an additional $2000 into the truck, claimed he did get it for $100 and $300.  Mr. Bagbey stated that he didn’t think it was unethical nor inappropriate, no more than Chief Bolin going to Newburgh to try and get a ticket fixed.  Mr. Bagbey said that he and Chief Bolin could sit up here and argue all day long, but since they respect one another they will have a difference of opinions.  
Chief Bolin stated that he is correcting the fact that he did not try to change Mr. Bagbey’s vote.

Mr. Bagbey stated that was his perception of the meeting, and he said if Chief Bolin remembers they laughed stating there was no need to try to get him to change his vote if he was going to vote for Hamrick.  Mr. Bagbey stated that was the truth.  Mr. Bagbey stated Chief Bolin could smile all he wants.

Mr. Friend approached the podium again, stating that his firm does forensic accounting work in federal court.  His firm was approached by Mr. Carter to do the forensic work on his trial, one thing they came across was the towing contract.  During review of the contract, along with discussions with Mr. Carter, asking him if there was ever any work done for the Tri-State Towing.  His answer was he never did.  Mr. Friend stated when the insurance was brought up that he, Mr. Carter, suggested to Mr. Crawford to lease his truck and that would cut the cost of the insurance almost in half, which would have facilitated the mentoring process.  Mr. Friend stated that was his involvement with Mr. Carter.
Ms. Smith questioned where Mr. Crawford and Mr. Hamrick paid property tax?

Mr. Crawford stated that he pays in Vanderburgh County and Kentucky.

John Hamrick, Hamrick Towing, stated he pays property taxes in Vanderburgh, Posey and Warrick County.  All his locations.

Ms. JoAnne Smith makes a motion to accept the recommendation of the towing committee to set forth for the towing contract.

Mr. Havill stated to be clear we have a motion to accept the towing review committees recommendation to award the contract to Tri-State Towing, is that correct? 

Ms. Smith confirmed that was correct.

Mr. Havill asked for a second on the motion.

Mr. Bagbey seconded the motion.

Ms. Smith asked if there were any discussion.

Ms. Smith asked if all in favor, I?

Ms. Smith and Mr. Michael Retter stated I.

Mr. Bagbey abstained.

Ms. Smith stated that the contract was awarded to Tri-State Towing.  

Business with Representatives:
Motion by Steve Bagbey, 2nd by Ms. Smith and so ordered to approve the following:  
1. Steve Fritz, owner of Uptown Event Restaurant, requests approval to park a bus of the entertainment who will be hosting the evening of April 16th, 2015 from 4:00 p.m. until 10:30 p.m. on SE 6th Street (next to the Victory Theatre).
Motion by Steve Bagbey, 2nd by Mr. Retter and so ordered to approve the following:  
2. Dave Rector, Evansville Vanderburgh Building Authority requests approval to appoint the following “Special Policeman”

a. Ralph Kissinger

b. Mark Dearing

c. Chris Young

Departmental Reports:
A. Police Department – Chief Billy Bolin
Motion by Steve Bagbey, 2nd by Mr. Retter and so ordered to approve the following: 

1. Requests approval to purchase 2 Ford Fusions to be used as unmarked detective cars through Town and Country Ford is $35,350 ($17,675 each).

Motion by Steve Bagbey, 2nd by Mr. Retter and so ordered to approve the following:

2. Requests approval to purchase a used unmarked soft car for use by our undercover officers through the National Crime Insurance Bureau selling/donating the vehicle for $1. 
Motion by Steve Bagbey, 2nd by Mr. Retter and so ordered to approve the following: 
3. Request approval for the 2015 Gilles Maintenance Contract of the EPD Fitness Equipment, same contract as 2014 just renewing.  

B. Fire Department – Chief Mike Connelly

Motion by Steve Bagbey, 2nd by Mr. Retter and so ordered to approve the following:

1. Request approval of the revision job description of EMS Manager.

Motion by Steve Bagbey, 2nd by Mr. Retter and so ordered to approve the following:

2. Request approval of the revised job description of Fire Inspector/Inspection.

Motion by Steve Bagbey, 2nd by Mr. Retter and so ordered to approve the following:
3. Request approval of the January 2015 monthly report.

Motion by Steve Bagbey, 2nd by Mr. Retter and so ordered to approve the following:
4. Request approval of the February 2015 monthly report. 

Motion by Michael Retter, 2nd by Ms. Smith and so ordered to approve the following:
5. Request approval of the Benevolent Donation of Earned Hours form.

Motion by Steve Bagbey, 2nd by Mr. Retter and so ordered to approve the following:
6. Request approval of Policy 500.005 – Work Performance Evaluation.

Motion by Steve Bagbey, 2nd by Mr. Retter and so ordered to approve the following:
7. Request approval of Policy 300.013 – Sub List.

Motion by Steve Bagbey, 2nd by Mr. Retter and so ordered to approve the following:
8. Request approval of SOG 200.013 – Unsecured Radio – Police Assistance.

C. Building Commission – Ron Beane

Motion by Steve Bagbey, 2nd by Mr. Retter and so ordered to approve the following:
1. Requests approval for the 2014 contracts for Evansville Lawn Care and Ace Lawn Care for a resolution for adopting pricing for extending the mowing contracts.  The contracts expire on April 23rd, 2015, they would like to use these contracts for the rest of 2015.  
D. Transportation & Services

1. Request approval for the following:

Motion by Steve Bagbey, 2nd by Mr. Retter and so ordered to approve the following:
a. Install 2 additional “35 MPH Speed Limit” signs southbound at Oak Hill Road between Lynch Road & Morgan Ave.

Motion by Steve Bagbey, 2nd by Mr. Retter and so ordered to approve the following:
b. Install a “30 MPH Speed Limit” sign southeast of Jobes Lane on Middle Mt. Vernon Road, also a “School Bus Stops Ahead” sign northwest of Hathaway Ave.
E. Special Event Permit

Motion by Steve Bagbey, 2nd by Mr. Retter and so ordered to approve the following:
1. Evansville Police Department Foundation requests approval for the “EPDF SWAT CHALLENGE” on May 1st, 2015 from 6:00 p.m. until May 2nd, 2015 4:00 p.m.  Closing Riverside Drive from Fulton Ave to Cherry Street; SE 1st Street from Locust to Cherry Street; NW 1st Street from Vine to Main Street.  ***BARRICADES REQUESTED*** Amended day of road closure, starting May 1st at 6:00 p.m.  
Motion by Steve Bagbey, 2nd by Mr. Retter and so ordered to approve the following:
2. VenuWorks & Vandeveer Victory Center request approval for the “Victory Street Party” on March 25th, 2015 from 8:00 a.m. until March 28th, 2015 at midnight.  Closing Main Street from Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. to 6th Street.  ***BARRICADES REQUESTED*** Amended length of road closure, until March 28th, 2015 at midnight.  [pending insurance]
Motion by Michael Retter, 2nd by Mr. Bagbey and so ordered to approve the following:
3. Pony Express Mustang & Classic Ford Club LTD. Requests approval for the “Fabulous 1st Friday” on September 4th, 2015 from 5:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.  Closing Main Street from 2nd Street to 6th Street and some side streets starting 3rd Street to alley ways.  ***BARRICADES REQUESTED***
Motion by Michael Retter, 2nd by Mr. Bagbey and so ordered to approve the following:
4. March of Dimes requests approval for the “March for Babies” on April 25th, 2015 from 8:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m.  Starts at Sunrise Park, Waterworks Rd. to Veterans Parkway, left on Veterans Parkway to SE Riverside Drive, right on Locust Street, left onto SE 4th St, left on Main, right on Riverside Drive, turnaround at Ohio St & Riverside Dr., continue on Greenway to end at Sunset Park.  ***BARRICADES REQUESTED***
Consent Section:

A. Truck Permit
Motion by Michael Retter, 2nd by Mr. Bagbey and so ordered to approve the following:

1. Request approval for the following to receive truck permits to use Riverside Drive from Waterworks Road to Ohio Street or Lloyd Expressway to haul grain:

a. Bumb Farms – Fredrick Bumb 4105 Cynthiana Rd – 3 Permits

b. Mueller Farms – 2 permits

c. Kleinknecht Farms – 3 permits

B. Handicap Parking 

Motion by Steve Bagbey, 2nd by Mr. Retter and so ordered to approve the following:

1. Request approval for a handicap parking space for the following:

a. 800 Hartford Court – Jerry & Delores Lawrence – paperwork in order.

Motion by Steve Bagbey, 2nd by Mr. Retter and so ordered to approve the following:

2. Request to approve the removal of the handicap parking space for the following:

a. 1015 N. Governor – new residence owner

C. Taxi Cab Permits

Motion by Michael Retter, 2nd by Mr. Bagbey and so ordered to approve the following:

1. Request approval for the following taxi cab permits:

a. James L. Bell
b. Daniel Norvell
c. Antonio Vaughn

d. Ashley Yeager

e. Tara B. Hall

f. Gregory Lamar

g. Stormy Kennedy

h. Michael J. Mulloy

OTHER BUSINESS:  

Motion by Michael Retter, 2nd by Mr. Bagbey and so ordered to approve the following:

1. Approve claims.

Motion by Michael Retter, 2nd by Mr. Bagbey and so ordered to approve the following:

2. Approve the minutes of Wednesday, February 25th, 2015
Announcements:

Next Meeting, April 8th, 2015
Adjourned:  2:42 p.m.
JoAnne Smith, President
Michael Retter, Vice President

Steve Bagbey, Member

Clay Havill, Counsel Attorney

Board of Public Safety

Evansville, Indiana


